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THE COCHISETHE COCHISE   CAT CAT   

  

Sunrise Celebration of Learning 

Thank you to the UAS faculty, staff, graduates, Cochise College representatives, and Cochise 

College incoming for attending the  First Sunrise Celebration of Learning on May 6 at 7:30 

am at the Sierra Vista Campus, hosted by ASUAS. Dr. Lutes gave a talk, followed by breakfast 

and live music. Preparations are under way for a time capsule with messages from our  

graduates to the future graduates.  

  
      Chris Sittler is taking a 

once-in-a-lifetime journey 

to Rwanda in July. He is a 

UA South student in the 

Psychology program who 

is taking part in a four-week field program to study pri-

mates. Chris learned about this opportunity through Dr. 

Steklis,  Chief Academic Officer and Psychology professor 

at UA South, who has over a decade of work in Rwanda.  

 Students will go on adventure treks to observe 

gorilla families and golden monkeys on the slopes of the 

extinct Virunga volcanoes, follow groups of chimpanzees, 

black and white colobus and guenon monkeys in an afro-

alpine jungle, and go on Safari to watch wildlife and study 

troops of baboons and vervet monkeys in a savanna set-

ting. The aim of this study is threefold: 1) Understand pri-

mate social relationships 2) Learn quantitative field obser-

vation techniques and 3) Gain global competency.  

 Chris will be joining Dr. Dieter Steklis and his 

wife, Netzin Steklis, in this new field course, which is sup-

ported and operated through the U of A Norton School 

of Family and Consumer Sciences-McClelland Institute for 

Children, Youth and Families and the Study Abroad Pro-

gram. Together, Dr. Steklis and Netzin collaborate on 

research projects concerning mountain gorilla personality, 

behavior, biology and conservation. Their work together 

has been featured in national and international magazines, 

on numerous television broadcasts (including National 

Geographic) and radio programs, and they lecture to vari-

ous audiences across the country. In recognition of their  

 

conservation work, in 2002, Dr. Steklis and Netzin re-

ceived the Explorers Club òChampions of Wildlife 

Award.ó 

 Chris has never experienced life outside of 

America. Unable to hide his excitement, Chris talked 

about using this experience to meet new people, learn 

new cultures, and to explore his interests more in both 

anthropology and psychology. Along with the group, 

Chris and his peers will be moving from a hotel, to stu-

dent housing, and of course, what trip to Rwanda is 

complete without including a Camping trip.  

 Chris is one of those students who, after just 

the first five minutes of meeting him, you know will go 

far in life. His sincerity and ambition are what inspires 

him to sign up for thrill seeking experiences such as 

this. Chris is an enthusiastic learner who seeks purpose, 

facts, and truth. One day, Chris will use experiences 

like this to dedicate himself to the growth and develop-

ment of the counseling profession and those he serves.  

 Good luck on your journey, 

Chris.  We look forward to your 

safe return and stories for our first 

Fall Issue, 2011. We thought the 

following phrases in Kinyarwandan 

could help you out some: 

 

 - Murakoze (cyane): Thank you (very much) 

 - Oya: No 

 - Nta kibazo: No Problem             
     (Pictures :Continued on pg 2) 
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What is it? An honor and service organization whose ma-

jor objectives are Scholarship, Character, and Service. 

Chapters are managed locally by elected officers and col-

lege advisors.  

Who are the UA South Advisors? The two Faculty mem-

bers at UA South who serve as advisors and manage the 

program are Ada Parra, M.A. and Inger McGee, Ph.D.  

 Gamma Beta Phi must 

implement a service project that 

fosters, disseminates, and im-

proves education in order to 

remain in good standing as a 

local chapter. This year, the stu-
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nized a fair at Dunham Elemen-

tary School in Tucson where stu-

dents and families enjoyed activ-

ities such as painting, story tell-

ing, creating Easter cups, making 

kites, and much more. 

Spring 2011 Commencement:  

University of Arizona South ñSierra Vista, AZ  

Congratulations, 2011 Graduates!  

Thursday, May 12, 2011  

Buena High School ñAuditorium  

GAMMA BETA PHI SOCIETY 
 

The Wildcats got their name from a 

1914 football game against Occi-

dental College where the Los Ange-
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DiD YOU KNOW? 

Follow us: www.twitter.com/cochisecats 

Max A. Lieberman 

Graduate Student 

 

Martha Vivian Ramirez 

Cochise County 

Christine Ortiz 

Santa Cruz County 

Emily Q. Velasco 

Pima County 

2011 Outstanding Students: 2011 Outstanding Students: 2011 Outstanding Students:    

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!    

RwandaRwanda     òTugende!ó Letõs GoòTugende!ó Letõs GoòTugende!ó Letõs Go! 

Learn about Rwanda Primate Studies:  

http://wild-minds.org 


